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The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

On Saturday evening, the new Comedy, called Zhe First of May, 
was performed for the fourth time. The buxom Widow Jolly, and 
her niece, Katherine, were made, by the excellent acting of Mrs. Gibbs, 
and Miss Forde, the most amusing and prominent characters in the 
piece ; the former played with all the gaiety and spirit of her best 
days, (no mean praise,) and the latter looked so charmingly, and acted 
with such vivacity, that she mast have put the constancy of the amor- 
ous King to a severe trial ;—she was encored in ‘ The White Rose,’ 
which she sang admirably. Miss Ellen Tree, why we know.not, was 
rather tame in Lady Llizabeth ; surely this is not one of the many 
characters she thinks it beneath her dignity to play! by the way, her 
head-dress is particularly unbecoming ;—there is a closeness about it. 
that does not suit the character of her countenance. Keeley made the 
most of his trifling part, and was, as usual, very laughable. Gretna 
Green was the second piece, in which Miss Kelly and Mr. Wrench were 
highly amusing as Betty Finikin and Jenkins, and excited great mer- 
riment. Miss Cawse, who played Emily, was partially encored ‘in 
her song, but on her coming forward to commence it the second time 
some disapprobation was expressed, which so incensed the lady that 
she turned off with the most disdainfal air, muttering something which 
we could not catcli ;—she was however compelled to returp, and sang 
one verse. The Melo-drama of The Woodman’s Hut was afterwards 
acted, for the first time, at this Theatre, in which Miss Kelly per- 
formed her original part of Mmelia. Her acting was so exquisitely 
true to nature as to deserve the highest praise that criticism can be- 
stow upon the performance of such characters. Nothing could be 
more perfect than the whole of her performance in the scene where 
she effects the eseape of Ferdinand; her unfeeling manner towards 
him, assumed in order to deceive the ruffians; her agony om seeing 
him aboot to drink the opiate Maria had unknowingly handed to him, 
and her agitation as she watched the effect of the potion upon his ene- 
mies, were all marked with consummate ability; and her singing in 
this scene was uncommonly effective. Miss H. Cawse played Laura 
very pleasingly. Abbott, Blanchard, and Meadows, were all very 
goed in their respective parts. 

Mrurp Dane Cheatre. 

Mr. Lister’s new Tragedy of Epicharis was performed for. the 

third time on Saturday night to but a thin house, ‘ol we fear, (thourh 
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for a first. egsay ig dramatic » if may Sead bl eedite- 
ble effort) its barrenness of incident will prevent it ever becoming at- 
tractive. The tharacters.of Flavius, Piso; and Proculus, were sus- 
tained with great ability by Young, Wallack, and J. Vining ; the lat- 
ter gentleman in the scene where Epicharis endeavours to gain his 
support to ‘the canse’ acted with such spirit and judgment as to call 
forth immepse applause. Miss Phillips as the heroine acted extremely 
well; her réfutation of the charge made against her by Poreulgs be- 
fore Nero, was delivered with a noble simplicity which was highly 
effective ; the scene between her and Flavius, after her unsuccessful 
attempt to gain over Proculus was also finely acted by her and Young. 
‘The Opera Masaniello which was given by way of afterpiece, attracted 
a very great half-price ; its overture, which is a delightful composi- 
tion was raptuously encored, rather an uncommon occurence. Sinclair, 
ever was, and ever will be, one'of the very worst aetors.on the stage, 
nor did his singing as Masaniello on Saturday night at all compensate 
for his ineffective acting. Mrs. W. Barrymore’s Fenella is quite as 
good, if not better, than Madlle. Alexandrine’s ; she certainly is not as 
young or as pretty, but her action is more varied and more expressive. 
The seandalous chronicle of Paris announces that Alexandrine, who 
prior to her visit to London lodged au sigieme in an obscure street, has 
now an apartment au premier splendidly farnished, cachemires, dia- 
monds, &c. to the value of cent mille francs, the lavish gifts of an Eng- 
lish mi Lor! 

The Adelphi Theatre seems to have lost all its attraction since Mr. 
T. P. Cooke left it; during the whole of last week there was not one 
good house. 








To the Editor of The Theatrical Obserrer. 

Dear Mr Evzrror, I address you. from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, haying just popt in to take a’ cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannab, 
kill an hour over one or two of ‘the Moraing and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and’play a game of Chess—delightful: place——Just wish to. say 2 
word—beg pardon, hope, 1 don’t, intrade—but will you excuse me—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged.so, as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town, 

On Monday, mast take another peep at the two new views, at the Diokama 
Regent’s Park—was puzzled to decide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s 
er the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
plete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun, shining—quite nature itself.— 
Had difiiculty to persuade a fair lady next, me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I'm told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from, that classi¢ soil ; and ifias good as St, Peter’s will 
satisfy, me. 

On Wednesday, I took a walk to inspect the magnificent exhibition of Mu- 
sical and Mechanical Automata—found them removed té the Argyll Rooms, Re- 
gent Street, where they now appear, im great splendour. 

Oo Friday,’ I drop, in to examine Miss Linwood's curious Needle: Work, in 
Leicester Square.—but I intrude—beg pardon. 

25 our’s, PAUL PRY. 


Printed and Published by 3; Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand. 
All Communications must be ‘post paid.— Printing in General. 


&/FThe Observer is delivered daily at the Residences, of the Subscribers at. 
(9s. per Month. 
























Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 
This Breafig, the Tragedy of 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Prince Escalus,; Mr HORREBOW, 

Paris, Mr DURUSET, Capulet, Mr EGERTON, 
Romeo, Mr ABBOFT, 
Mercutio.......... «...Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Montague, Mr TURNER, _Benvolio, Mr BAKER, 
Friar Lawrence, Mr WARDE, 

Fybalt, Mr DIDDEAR, Friar John, Mr MEARS; 
Apothecary, Mr MEADOWS, 

Page, Miss Fortescue, Balthazar, Mr Trwin, 
Abram, Mr Heath, .. Samson, Mr Atken, 
Peter, Mr KEELEY. 


Juliet, (her 7th appearance) MissFANNY KEMBLE, 
Nurse, Mrs DAVENPORT. 
RAy CRE fa wien teow seassancce Miss LACY, 
In act. I. a Masquerade and Dance, 


Incidental tothe Piece. 


In Act V. The Funeral Procession of Juliet, and a 
Solemn Dirge. 














To conclude with the Melo-dramatic Specticle called 


PETER WILKINS. 


EUROPEANS: Wrecked on the Load-Stone Rock. 


Peter Wilkins, Mrs VINING,, John Adams, Mr HORREBOW, 
Phelini O’Soud,, Mr POWER, Nichodamus Crowquil; Mr KEELEY, 
The Nondescript, on Wild Man of the Island,; Mr PARSLOE, 


People of the Flying Island. 
The Colamba, or Chief, Mr MEARS; 
Quangrillart, Nicor, Lailio, Master Watson; E: Watson; C, Watsom 


Gawries, on Flying Women. 

Yourewkee, Mrs KEELEY; Hallycavnie; MissJ.SCOTT. 
Gawries, Mesdames Giifithe,, Key) Reed Roundree, Ryals, &c. 
To-morrow, Tie First of May, The Weatbercoek, and Phe Woed+ 

man’s Hut, 











Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, a new Tragedy, entitled 


EPICHARIS. 


Nero, Mr COOPER. Caius Piso, Mr WALLACK, 
Fenius Rufus, Mr AITKEN, 
Subrius Flavius........+........Mr YOUNG, 
Sulpicius Asper, Mr YOUNGE, 
Scevinus, Mr LEE, Quinctianus, Mr ‘CATHIE, 
Volusius Proculus, Mr J. VINING, 
Senecio, Mr YARNOLD, Centurion, Mr HOWELL, 
Phaon, Mr C, JONES, Vicanus, Mr EATON, 
Natalis Mr THOMPSON, Demetrius Mr HONNER, 


Epicharis, Miss PHILLIPS. 


To conclude with the Grand Opera, called 


MASANIELLO. 


Or, the Dumb Girl of Portici. 


Scenery by Messrs. MARINARI, ANDREWS, ADAMS, and STANFIELD. 
The Music composed by Auber, and produced by Mr. T. Cooke. 
Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fishermen) Mr SINCLAIR, 


Don Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr ‘fT. COOKE, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Friend) Mr LEE, 











Pietro, Friends of Masaniello, Mr BEDFORD, 
Ruffino, and Mr BLAND, 
Moreno, Leaders of the Revolt Mr YARNOLD, 


Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner, Mr FENTON, 
Nobles, Peasants, Pages, Neapolitan Fisherman, Lazzaroni, &c. 
Elvica, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, 
Fenella......- ..(Masaniello’s Sister).....00.. Mrs W. BARRYMORE, 
Inis, Mrs FAWCETT. 

Fishermen’s Wives—Miss GRADDON, Miss NEWCOMBE, 
Miss FAUCIT, Mrs BEDFORD. 

Neapolitan Peasants—Mesdames Kendall, Allen, Martin, Mapleson. 
A BOLERO, by Miss ANGELICA. 

Principal Dancers, Miss ANGELICA, Miss RYAL, 

Miss MACDONALD, Miss THOMASIN, and Miss CHIKINT, 
Misses Ballin, M’Henry, Vallancey, Gear, Webster, Claide. 
"Messrs. HOWELL, BARNES, BARTLETT, WIELAND, BAKER, 
CHIKINI, &c. &c. 

To-morrow, The Comedy of Vhe Soldier’s Daughter, Deaf as a Post, 
and Charles the Twelfth. 











